POLITICAL ADVOCACY LEGISLATOR SURVEY
1. Based on your experience in a community pharmacy, what level of education do you believe pharmacists have?

2 year degree ______ 4 year degree ______ 6 year degree ______

2. The education of the medication expert - the registered pharmacist - today consists of an entrance exam to be accepted by an accredited pharmacy school to a six year curriculum, which encompasses a basic pharmaceutical education and many advanced courses in specialties such as nuclear pharmacy, oncology, nutrition, psychiatry, etc. After graduating with a Doctor of Pharmacy degree, the graduate must pass a rigorous professional licensing exam to become a registered pharmacist within a state which then allows him/her to practice in various patient settings.  
     Based on the above statement, would you consider legislation that would 
     expand the role of the registered pharmacist in health care?

      YES _____     NO _____       
3. Today, registered pharmacists are able to perform Medication Therapy Management (MTM) which enables the patient to utilize medications more efficiently and in a cost effective manner. This is done in collaboration with other members of the health care team. Would you consider legislation to improve patient care by instituting a reimbursement model that involves an outcome based metric?

     YES _____             NO _____

4. The most accessible and frequently seen member of the health care team is the      
pharmacist. Do you believe that there is a direct correlation between the

effectiveness of therapy and the number of quality encounters with a health care 

     provider?
     YES _____           NO______

5. There is a direct correlation between appropriate medication use and overall health care costs. A large portion of these costs is paid for by federal and state monies. With the use of pharmacist interventions as demonstrated by the Asheville Project, the overall health care costs such as emergency room visits, hospitalization stays, diagnostic tests and physician visits, etc., of the patients involved decreased significantly. Have you ever seen data such as this that illustrates the overall health care cost savings by the use of appropriate medication therapy management provided by a registered pharmacist?
YES _______      NO ______  
6. When contemplating legislation, a thorough understanding of the issues involved is necessary to create an appropriate bill. Do you feel that obtaining first hand knowledge in a pharmacy practice setting would provide better legislation concerning patient-centered pharmaceutical health care services?
YES_______       NO_______

7. The Health Care Reform Act that was recently past has many patient/pharmacist implications. What is your level of knowledge of this relationship on the direct effect on the health care of your constituents?

Please circle the appropriate number on a scale which denotes 1 as having  no knowledge and 10 as being  fully knowledgeable.    
1 2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10

8. In good health care management, the more knowledgeable all participants are, the better the outcome for the patient. Would you be in favor of more transparency between the buyers of Pharmacy Benefit Manager (PBM) services, the providers and the patients in order to increase the efficiency and decrease the costs (state, federal and private) of the system?

YES______         NO_______ 

9. Commissions are often created to determine future legislation on health care issues. All too often such panels are created without the inclusion of pharmacists. Since pharmacists are the medication experts, would you be in favor of requiring pharmacists to be on such panels?

YES_____            NO______   
